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Hello and welcome to what is the first of the RAAF Base Williamtown Officers’ Mess six-weekly
articles. Mess Matters aims to provide you with the latest information about upcoming functions
we have scheduled.
The Mess is available to current serving officers and Defence civilian equivalents who work
at the Base or are transiting through on business. The day-to-day functions of the Mess are
supported by civilian contractors headed by the Mess Manager, Eli Dahlin. The President of
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• One of our annual events is the Oktoberfest, which is currently in the final stages of
Solutions in 2012,
planning and will be held on Friday 16 October. Guests will be provided with a selection of
Canberra-based
German beverages, food and entertainment and, by all accounts, we are expecting this to be
Aspen Medical has been
a great afternoon. The Oktoberfest is open to Officers (and APS equivalents), Senior Nonproviding healthcare to
Commissioned Officers and civilian guests of serving members.
on-base Australian Defence
• This year the Spring Ball will be held off-base at the Marina Function Centre on Friday 30
Force (ADF) personnel
October. This is expected to be the night of nights with over 300 guests attending a fully catered
across Australia.
Bruce Armstrong, CEO of Aspen Medical, congratulates
cocktail event.
Every day 1,200 health
Nurse Coordinator Paula Hicks
• The Surveillance and Response Group annual dinner will be held on Thursday 5 November.
professionals from Aspen
Planning is well underway and incorporates some exciting changes from previous years with
their medical corps in the
fective and efficient Defence
Medical provide primary
the event being a cocktail party and hosted in the No. 2 Squadron Wedgetail Aircraft Hanger.
set-up and operation of field healthcare service anywhere
healthcare services, allied
This event will also be a terrific opportunity to farewell the outgoing Commander Surveillance
hospitals in support of UN
in the world,” he said.
health, oral health and
and Response Group, Air Commodore Chris Westwood, who will retire after 34 years of service
peacekeeping duties.
Bruce recently paid a flymental health services to
in the Australian Defence Force. Official guests and all members of Surveillance and Response
Caring for the health of
ing visit (pun intended!) to
the 80,000 servicemen
Group have been invited and a huge turnout is expected on the night.
the ADF is a great privilege
RAAF Base Williamtown to
and women at 52 bases. In
• On Thursday 10 December the Officers’ and Sergeants’ farewell drinks will be held, usually
said Aspen Medical’s CEO,
congratulate Nurse Coordiaddition to this contract,
starting at the Officers’ Mess and finishing at the Sergeants’ Mess. This annual event is a longBruce Armstrong, himself a
nator Paula Hicks for being
the company also provides
standing tradition and is a great opportunity for Officers and Senior Non-Commissioned
former officer in the Austral- nominated by her colleagues
battlefield casualty first-aid
Officers to celebrate a job well done for the year plus the start of the Christmas stand-down
ian Army. “Our servicemen
for a company recognition
training to the ADF in the
period where many will take a long-awaited and well-deserved break to rest and recuperate. This
and women deserve the very award. Paula was recognised
Middle East region and
event is the last official 2015 function where members will be able to farewell those who will
best healthcare. With our
for her ‘whatever it takes’
supports the ADF on field
either be retiring or relocating to another Base on posting.
partners, Medibank Health
attitude in getting the job
exercises at home. In recent
The President of the Officers’ Mess Committee and Committee members thank everyone
Solutions and Joint Health
done of looking after the
weeks, Aspen Medical has
for their continued support and we look forward to seeing you all again during the remainder
Command, we collectively
health of Australia’s Defence
also worked with the Vietof the year.
aim to provide the most efpersonnel at the Base.
namese military, training
RAAF Base Williamtown has welcomed its new
Senior Australian Defence Force Officer (SADFO) Air
Commodore (AIRCDRE) Steven Roberton.
AIRCDRE Roberton takes over from former base
SADFO Tony Grady who last year announces his retirement after 35 years of service.
Known as ‘Zed’ to his peers, AIRCDRE Roberton
leads the RAAF’s Air Task Group and recently returned to Australia after contributing to the strike,

S

air mobility; and airborne command and control operations of an international coalition in the Middle
East.
No stranger to RAAF Base Williamtown, AIRCDR
Roberton is a Category A Fighter Pilot with over 3000
total flying hours, mostly accrued in F/A-18A, B, C,
D, E and F fighters. His first F/A-18A flying tour post
conversion was at Number 3 Squadron at RAAF Base
Williamtown before being selected for an overseas ex-

change F/A-18 flying position with the United States
Marine Corps. After this representational posting, he
was promoted and posted back to No 3 Squadron, as
the A Flight Commander until 2000.
He has since commanded Number 75 Squadron at
RAAF Base Tindal, spent time in Canberra to stand
up the Air Combat Transition Office, led the RAAF’s
transition to F/A-18F Super Hornet, and commanded
Number 82 Wing at RAAF Base Amberley.
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